
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

BioFire Obtains CE IVD Mark for FilmArray® Blood Culture Identification 
Panel 

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah (June 6, 2013) – BioFire Diagnostics, Inc. announced today that it obtained 
the CE IVD Mark under the European Directive on In Vitro Diagnostic Medical Devices for its  FilmArray 
Blood Culture Identification (BCID) Panel.    

The BCID Panel tests positive blood cultures and can identify more than 100 blood pathogens known to 
cause sepsis.  Sepsis, a serious medical condition has a mortality rate ranging from 10% to 38%.  

With each hour that sepsis goes untreated there is an eight percent increase in mortality, making timely 
diagnosis and administration of appropriate therapy imperative for positive patient outcomes. The 
FilmArray BCID Panel is designed to help hospitals identify bloodstream infection-causing organisms 
more rapidly than conventional identification methods. Studies show that a quicker time to sepsis 
organism identification and appropriate therapy leads to reduced mortality rates, shorter hospital stays, 
and lower overall costs. 

With an easy procedure requiring only two minutes of hands-on time, the BCID Panel can identify 
pathogens in nine out of 10 positive blood cultures in about one hour, and is the only test that provides 
results for gram-positive bacteria, gram-negative bacteria, and yeast causing bloodstream infections. In 
addition, the BCID Panel detects four antimicrobial resistance genes, (mecA, vanA, vanB and blaKPC) 
known to confer resistance to methicillin/oxacillin, vancomycin, and carbapenems.  Identification of 
these resistance markers will provide physicians with information that can help to guide selection of 
appropriate antimicrobial treatment in a more timely manner.  

Chief Executive Officer Kirk Ririe noted, “The addition of the BCID panel expands BioFire’s infectious 
disease diagnostic menu, and the FilmArray continues to provide the fastest way to better results. We 
are confident that the BCID Panel will assist hospitals in lowering patient mortality rates and shortening 
patient stays. With the dramatically increased efficiency it offers, the panel should also help reduce 
costs - an ever-increasing focus in today’s healthcare market.” 

About BioFire Diagnostics, Inc. 

BioFire Diagnostics, Inc., formerly Idaho Technology, Inc., is a privately held clinical diagnostics 
company based in Salt Lake City, Utah. The company manufactures and distributes the user friendly 
FilmArray System to hospital-based clinical laboratories across the U.S. and EU. BioFire currently 
offers the FDA-cleared and CE IVD marked FilmArray Respiratory Panel (RP), and the CE IVD marked 
BCID Panel, both of which represent a significant advancement in user-friendliness and multiplex 
infectious disease testing capability for hospital clinical labs. Requiring only two minutes of hands-on 
time, the FilmArray system has about a one-hour turnaround time, and each panel simultaneously tests 
for 20+ viral and bacterial pathogens. 

BioFire holds more than 85 patents related to the polymerase chain reaction (PCR), and has used its 
extensive patent portfolio to successfully market nearly 200 products to the clinical, research and 
military markets. BioFire customers include the Department of Health and Human Services, the 



 
 

 

Department of Defense, state and local law enforcement and researchers and medical technicians 
across a spectrum of fields and industries. 
 
For further information, please visit www.BioFireDx.com.    
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